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SPEAKERS’ BOOKLET
INAUGURAL SESSION

	Past President, CII
&
Chairman, CII National Task Force on Genomics
CONFEDERATION OF INDIAN INDUSTRY
	PROFILE

Mr Senapathy “Kris” Gopalakrishnan is the Chairman of Axilor Ventures, an accelerator that helps early-stage start-ups and he is also the Chairman of Itihaasa Research and Digital which publishes history of Indian IT industry as “itihaasa”. 

He is the Chairman, Council, IISc Bangalore and Chairman Board of Governors, IIIT Bangalore. Kris is one of the co-founders of Infosys. He was elected president of India's apex industry chamber, Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for 2013-14. In January 2011, the Government of India awarded Mr. Gopalakrishnan the Padma Bhushan, the country’s third-highest civilian honor. 

Mr Gopalakrishnan invests in promoting research on Brain sciences, aging related disorders as
well as investing in start-ups and start-up ecosystem.

Mr. Gopalakrishnan holds master’s degrees in physics and computer science from the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras.
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	Mr Kris Gopalakrishnan







	Founder, Chairman, and Managing Director
PERSISTENT SYSTEMS
	PROFILE

Dr. Anand Deshpande is the Founder, Chairman, and Managing Director of Persistent Systems since inception and is responsible for the overall leadership of the Company.
Anand holds a Bachelor of Technology (B. Tech.) with Honours (Hons.) in Computer Science and Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur, and an M.S. and a Ph.D. in Computer Science from Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA. He has been recognized by both his alma maters — as a Distinguished Alumnus in 2012 by IIT Kharagpur and by the School of Informatics of Indiana University with the Career Achievement Award in 2007.

Dr Anand is a true technology visionary and has been the driving force in growing Persistent from its inception in 1990 to the publicly traded global Company of today. In 2023, he received the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ Award in the Services Category, recognizing his prowess in transforming the business by anticipating client needs, bringing innovative perspectives to boost the economy, and contributing to a better working world.  
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	Dr Anand Deshpande
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	Dr Jitendra Kumar







	Managing Director
BIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE COUNCIL (BIRAC)
	PROFILE

Dr. Jitendra Kumar is currently the Managing Director of Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), Department of Biotechnology, Government of India. Dr Kumar holds a PhD degree in Biotechnology from Institute of Microbial Technology, Chandigarh. Subsequently, he moved to University of Illinois at Chicago, where he worked on leukaemia. He also holds an MBA degree from the Fisher College of Business at Ohio State University, US.

He is an Internationally acclaimed thinker and advisor on Biotech Innovations and entrepreneurship. He has been invited as a speaker at various conferences in USA, South Korea and the Netherlands to represent India and Karnataka. He has inspired thousands of youths to start and build successful Biotech ventures. He has around 20 years of experience in research and innovation management in the area of life sciences. He has around 25 peer reviewed publications and around 45 products have been launched under his mentorship.




	


	
	
Dr Suchita Ninawe





	Senior Adviser/ Scientist H
DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
	PROFILE
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	Dr Taslimarif Saiyed





	[bookmark: _Hlk206497969]CEO and Director
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP) 
	PROFILE

Dr. Taslimarif Saiyed is the CEO and Director of C-CAMP from 2009 till present. His initial
training has been in neurosciences, where he received his PhD from Max-Planck Institute for
Brain Research, Germany from 2002-2006 and followed it up by postdoctoral training at
University of California San Francisco (UCSF) from 2006-2009. At the same time, he also
underwent training in management for Biotech and Innovation from QB3 at UC Santa Cruz,
UC Berkeley and UC San Francisco from 2007-2009. He has also completed a biotech
management program for biotech executives at Wharton School of Management in the year
2012. 

Dr. Saiyed is an Adjunct Faculty at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras and also
Amrita Institute - School of Biotechnology since 2015. He also heads the Discovery to
Innovation Accelerator program at C-CAMP. He is actively involved in promoting innovation
in lifescience / healthcare by supporting translation of discoveries to application,
entrepreneurship and technology development.
Dr. Saiyed is also Co-chair of India AMR Innovation Hub (IAIH), a National Level Initiative
anchored at the Office of Principal Scientific Adviser, Govt. of India.





	[image: ]


	Dr Shyam Aggarwal





	
Chairperson
Medical Oncology 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
	

PROFILE

Dr. Shyam Aggarwal is a renowned Medical Oncologist with extensive experience, currently associated with Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in Rajinder Nagar, Delhi.

He brings nearly 43 years of experience in various aspects of oncology, including bone marrow transplants, immunotherapy, and targeted therapy. He is known for his expertise in treating a wide range of cancers, including blood, breast, gastrointestinal, and lung cancers. 

He is also known for his work in Molecular Biology and Stem Cell research, as well as his leadership in the field, including an NIH-International Fogarty Fellowship. 
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Panel Discussion 1: Genomics in Healthcare and Public Health 



	Managing Director
PREMAS LIFE SCIENCES PVT LTD
	PROFILE

A Visionary Leader with 30+ years of expertise in leading strategic decisions in Indian lifescience's industry. Accomplished genomics leader with a proven acumen, specializing in providing innovative
solutions spanning cell biology, proteomics, high-throughput screening, and genomics. 

Played a key role in advancing the Genomics sector in India and established Premas's Genomics business from scratch,
which now has a turnover of over 300 crores.

He has done his Masters in Genetics from Savitribhai Phule University Pune, and PGCBM, Management from XLRI, Jamshedpur.
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	Mr Praveen Kumar Gupta
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	Dr K Thangaraj






	
CSIR Bhatnagar Fellow
CSIR-CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY,
	

PROFILE

Dr. Thangaraj is presently a CSIR Bhatnagar Fellow at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, India. He was the Director of the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD), Hyderabad (2020 – 2023). His main research interest for the last three decades has been in the area of population and medical genomics. He is an elected Fellow of - Indian National Science Academy, Indian Academy of Sciences, and National Academy of Sciences. He is a recipient of several awards, including J C Bose Fellowship, Sun Pharma Research Award in Medical Sciences, Raman Research Fellowship, etc. He is a Board Editor of Mitochondrion; Associate Editor of BMC Medical Genomics; Tropical Medicine and International Health, and Editorial Board member of – Human Genetics and Clinical Genetics. He was the President of the “Indian Society of Human Genetics”, and founder & President of the “Society for Mitochondrial Research and Medicine”. 
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	Dr Amita Yadav






	Director- South Asia and Latin America
THERMOFISHER SCIENTIFIC INC
	PROFILE

Amita Yadav holds a Ph.D. in Molecular Biology from the Central Drug Research Institute, Lucknow, and has completed a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at Harvard University's Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston. Additionally, she earned a Master of Public Health (MPH) from Johns Hopkins University, USA.

Amita brings over 14 years of experience spread across Pharma and global healthcare NFP organizations such as Tata Trust, Clinton Health Access Initiative & Access Health International, working in the areas of public health research, policy, market access, advocacy, and government affairs. She has extensive experience in securing sponsorship, raising funds, and obtaining grants and budgets for numerous healthcare projects from both government and private sectors.

She is currently associated with Thermo Fisher Scientific as the Director, Government Relations - South Asia and Asia Pacific







	Founder & CEO
GENES2ME
Board Member, IMPERIAL LIFE SCIENCES PVT. LTD.
	PROFILE

Mr. Neeraj Gupta is the Founder & CEO of Genes2Me Pvt. Ltd., a global leader in advanced IVD solutions. With over 25 years of industry experience, he brings deep expertise in market dynamics, technology, and customer-focused innovation. Driven by his mission, "Decoding Genomics for Billions," he has been instrumental in democratizing access to healthcare and diagnostics in India and beyond. 

Under his dynamic leadership, Genes2Me has established a state-of-the-art IVD manufacturing facility in Manesar and now exports its products through a robust network of 80+ distributors across 55+ countries. A CII member, he was recognized as an “Insightful Icon” by Forbes in 2021. Mr. Gupta also serves on the Board of Imperial Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd.
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	Mr Neeraj Gupta
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	Dr Chitra Pattabiraman







	Senior Program Officer (Diagnostics Portfolio) 
India Country Office
GATES FOUNDATION

	PROFILE

Dr. Chitra Pattabiraman is a molecular biologist specializing in genomic surveillance, infectious disease diagnostics, and bioinformatics. She holds a PhD in Life Sciences from NCBS–TIFR, Bengaluru, and completed postdoctoral fellowships at the University of Liverpool (Royal Society–SERB Newton International Fellow) and NIMHANS (India Alliance Early Career Fellow).
She is currently a Senior Program Officer (Diagnostics Portfolio) at the India Country Office of the Gates Foundation.

Dr. Pattabiraman has led and contributed to genomic sequencing initiatives across India, including efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic as part of the INSACOG network. Her work spans metagenomic analysis of brain infections, real-time outbreak response with portable sequencing tools, and global collaborations with partners in the UK, Brazil, and Malawi. She is also deeply engaged in capacity-building efforts in LMICs and actively engages with national policy forums and public science communication initiatives on pathogen surveillance, emerging infectious diseases, and the integration of genomics into public health systems.
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	Dr Rahul Bhargava






	Principal Director 
& Chief- Haematology, Haemato-Oncology 
& Bone Marrow Transplant
FORTIS MEMORIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
	PROFILE

Dr. Rahul Bhargava is a leading Indian Haematologist and Haemato Oncologist with many first to his credit. He was the first Indian doctor to successfully perform Stem Cell Transplant in Multiple Sclerosis in 2014 and put the procedure on the map of Indian medical practices. He is also the first Indian doctor to have successfully used Stem Cell Transplant for treating Systemic Sclerosis. A path breaking anaemia clinic for the integrated treatment of anaemia related disorders was conducted under his leadership at FMRI. 

Dr. Bhargava and his highly skilled team have performed over 2000+ BMT procedures both nationally as well as internationally, establishing them as one of the largest and most successful teams for Stem Cell Transplant, both Adult as well as Paediatric. His empathetic, patient centric approach, use of cutting-edge technology and vision of a holistic and integrated treatment have found support in the ethos at FMRI and led to excellent outcomes that have firmly established his reputation as leader in his field.
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	Dr Anurag Agrawal






	Dean- BioSciences & Health Research
ASHOKA UNIVERSITY
	PROFILE

Professor Anurag Agrawal is Dean, BioSciences and Health Research, Trivedi School of Biosciences, Ashoka University, India, and former director of the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology, a national laboratory of CSIR, India. After completing graduate medical education at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Delhi, he further trained in Internal Medicine, Pulmonary Disease and Critical Care at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, USA, followed by a PhD in Physiology from Delhi University. His primary research is in respiratory biology and broader interests are in a new vision of health and healthcare seen through the lenses of emerging technologies. 

He serves on numerous national and global advisory groups, most recently chairing the World Health Organization technical advisory group for viral evolution. He received the Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar Prize in 2014, the Sun Pharma Foundation award in 2020, and is a fellow of the Indian national science academies.
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	Dr Manjunath Siddaramaiah  





	Diagnostic and Genomics Senior Application Specialist – Asia Pacific
CYTIVA and 
Adjunct Faculty of 
MAHE Manipal
	PROFILE

Dr. Manjunath Siddaramaiah currently working at Cytiva (earlier known as GE Life sciences) as Diagnostic and Genomics Senior Application Specialist and Adjunct faculty of Manipal University. He has 14 years of experience focused on product development/medical device/diagnostic kits/assay development with proven achievements in hospital, industry and academics. He has master’s degree in Medical Biochemistry from KMC Mangalore and Ph.D. in Biophysics from School of Life Sciences, Manipal University, India. He has several international publications, patents and fellowships to his credit. Some of the important products developed/patented so far include Magnetic-bead based Autologous cell therapy kit for cell sorting. Rapid LFA and RT-PCR kit development for Covid-19 detection, Fluorescence spectroscopy-based protein finger printing tech. Currently he is associated with more than 40 diagnostics industries as technical specialist for design and development of point of care devises in Acia pacific region also, he is guiding two PhD students at MAHE.  
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Panel Discussion 2: Pharmacogenomics and Drug Development
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	Dr Dhanasekaran Shanmugam





	Chief Scientist
CSIR-NATIONAL CHEMICAL LABORATORY (NCL)
	PROFILE

Dr. Dhanasekaran Shanmugam is Senior Principal Scientist at the Biochemical Sciences Division, CSIR–National Chemical Laboratory (NCL), Pune, and Professor at the Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research (AcSIR). He obtained his Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Parasitology from the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and M.Sc. in Medical Biochemistry from Pondicherry University. 

His research focuses on parasite biology, host–parasite interactions, genomics, and drug discovery with particular emphasis on malaria and toxoplasmosis. He also works in bioinformatics, microbiology, proteomics, and chemical biology, contributing to new insights in infectious diseases.

Dr. Shanmugam has authored over 120 publications with more than 2,200 citations and holds an h-index of 18. He is a recipient of the prestigious DBT–Ramalingaswami Re-entry Fellowship, the Giri Medal for best Ph.D. thesis, and the Postgraduate Alumni Prize. At AcSIR, he supervises Ph.D. scholars on projects related to therapeutics, diagnostics, and parasite metabolism pathways.
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	Dr Binukumar BK





	Senior Principal Scientist
CSIR-INSTITUTE OF GENOMICS AND INTEGRATIVE BIOLOGY (CSIR-IGIB)
	PROFILE

Dr Binu received his Ph.D. degree in Molecular Neurobiology from Postgraduate Institute Of Medical Education& Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, India. 

He completed his postdoctoral work with Dr. Kuo-Ping Huang, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), National Institutes of Health(NIH), USA; 2011- 2012, and Harish C. Pant, The National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), NIH, USA;2012-2016. In December 2016, he joined as a Senior Scientist at the CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB).







	Joint Managing Director
INDUS 
HEALTH PLUS
	PROFILE

Amol Naikawadi is a leading voice in preventive healthcare and genomics innovation in India. As Joint Managing Director of Indus Health Plus, he has driven large-scale adoption of health screening and DNA-based wellness across India and the UAE—impacting over 600,000 lives.

A passionate advocate for precision medicine, Amol has championed the integration of genetic insights in pharmacogenomics, fitness, and lifestyle care. His work empowers individuals and clinicians alike to make informed, personalized health decisions. He actively contributes to national health policy dialogue, with a vision to make genomics accessible, ethical, and impactful globally.
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	Mr Amol Naikawadi
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	Prof G Karthikeyan 





	Executive-Director
BRIC-THSTI  &
Clinical Cardiologist
ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES (AIIMS)
	PROFILE

Professor Karthikeyan is a clinical cardiologist and a Professor of Cardiology at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India. He is currently serving as the Executive-Director of THSTI, an institute of BRIC, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology. 

He completed his training at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, and at McMaster University, Canada. He is a Senior International Fellow of the Population Health Research Institute at McMaster University, a Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences, National Academy of Sciences India (NASI), and a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the BMJ journal Open Heart and an Associate Editor of several other international cardiology journals. 

His research is mainly focused on cardiovascular diseases affecting low- and middle-income countries, including valvular heart disease, particularly rheumatic heart disease (RHD), mechanical valve thrombosis, anticoagulation, and indigenous drug-eluting stents. He has over 190 peer-reviewed publications in international journals including the New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet, and JAMA. 
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	Dr Ruchi Singh







	Scientist-'G' and
Head Discovery Research Division
INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH (ICMR)
	PROFILE

Dr. Ruchi Singh is a Scientist-'F' and Head of the Discovery Research Division at the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). She is also associated with the National Institute of Pathology (NIP) in Delhi. Her research focuses on areas like molecular biology and infectious diseases, with specific interests in genomics, molecular diagnostics, and molecular parasitology. 

She has been involved in projects related to "test of cure" tools for Visceral Leishmaniasis and post-kala-azar dermal Leishmaniasis.  
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	Mr Deepak Narang






	Chief 
Transformation 
Officer 
AGILUS 
DIAGNOSTICS
	PROFILE

Deepak is an accomplished results-oriented business leader with 25+ years of experience in strategic planning, operational excellence, and service delivery models. He has a demonstrated track record of improving healthcare delivery and fostering a culture of innovation and collaborative working. His leadership is characterized by his ability to inspire teams, streamline operations, and implement data-driven initiatives to enhance and optimize operational efficiencies and consistently exceeding targets.

He has spearheaded strategic plans that resulted in a 85% increase in annual revenue and EBITDA within three years. He has also directed complex business transformation initiatives, leading to a significant reduction in operational costs while improving service delivery and improved customer satisfaction.
He has also built and mentored high-performing teams, fostering a culture of collaboration and driving a sustainable reduction in employee turnover through innovative talent development and retention programs. Managed financial performance, achieving an average Return on Capital Employed (ROCE) of 14%.
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Panel Discussion 3: 
Cancer Genomics, Rare Diseases, and Paediatric Genomics
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	Dr Seema Thakur







	Head-Clinical Genetics and Fetal Medicine
FORTIS HOSPITAL
	PROFILE

Dr. Seema Thakur is Senior Consultant and head of the Department of Clinical Genetics and Fetal Medicine at Fortis Hospital, Delhi. She is a D.M. in Medical Genetics, MS (Obs &Gynae), and FICOG. She is a well known genetic expert in India. 

She has publications in Nature
genetics and American Journal of Med Genetics. She has been actively involved in the diagnosis, genetic counseling and management of various genetic disorders. Her special area of interest is  Prenatal diagnosis and genetic counselling, Fetal and Paediatric Syndromic diagnosis, Cancer Genetics, Adult Genetic disorders, Artificial Intelligence in Health care.

She is the recipient of title of Professor (2016-19) by Apollo Hospital Education and Research
Foundation and has earned distinguished Medical Luminary Award by Women’s Doctor Association, Delhi.
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	Dr Vamsi
Veeramachaneni








	Chief Scientific Officer
STRAND LIFE SCIENCES

	PROFILE

Dr. Vamsi Veeramachaneni has been with Strand since 2004. His specialities include computational biology, bioinformatics, data mining, text-mining, pathway analysis, and genomics. 

Dr. Vamsi guided the development of the NGS analysis and clinical genomics interpretation and reporting software platforms used in research and clinical labs worldwide built on his scientific experience in evolutionary genomics and genome assembly algorithms gained through his work experience and Ph.D at Penn State University.




	Director- Speciality Diagnostics & 
Genetic Sciences Group
THERMOFISHER SCIENTIFIC
	PROFILE

Jagjit is a dynamic and results-oriented commercial and marketing executive with over 27 years of experience across the medical technology, clinical research, biotech, and forensic industries. He has a proven track record of driving business growth, enhancing market presence, and leading high-performing teams. 
Currently, Jagjit serves as the Director of Genetic and Clinical Science Divisions, as well as Specialty Diagnostics at Thermo Fisher Scientific, South Asia. Prior to this, he was with SIEMENS Healthcare. In his current role, he oversees commercial engagement strategies and drives operational efficiency across the region. 

Jagjit holds a degree in Pharmacy and is an alumnus of the prestigious Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIM Ahmedabad). His extensive expertise and visionary approach make him a valuable asset in panel discussions, where he provides insights into the complexities and advancements within the industry. 
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	Mr Jagjit Singh Anthak
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	Dr Ashutosh Upadhyay









	Country Head
India
TWIST 
BIOSCIENCE
	PROFILE

Dr. Ashutosh Upadhyay is a geneticist by training, with a Ph.D. from the University of Delhi South Campus and postdoctoral research experience at Colorado State University. He also served as a research affiliate at the Wadsworth Center in New York. 

With extensive experience spanning academic research and the genomics industry, Dr. Upadhyay now leads Twist Bioscience operations in India as Country Head, bringing deep scientific insight and practical expertise to drive genomic innovation.

.
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	Dr Amol 
Zimur







	Head of Medical Affairs, Asia Pacific, Middle East, Africa
ILLUMINA
	PROFILE

Dr. Amol Zimur is a seasoned medical affairs leader with over 15 years of experience across the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and diagnostics industries. As Head of Medical Affairs for the Asia Pacific, Middle East & Africa region at Illumina, he leads clinical research and medical education initiatives to advance the adoption of genomics in clinical practice.
His expertise spans Oncology, Immunology, and Rare Genetic Diseases, with prior leadership roles at MSD, BMS, AbbVie, Takeda, and Sanofi. Dr. Zimur has played a pivotal role in driving therapeutic launches, establishing diagnostic frameworks, and building strategic partnerships with academic institutions and healthcare systems across Asia Pacific, Japan, the Middle East, and Latin America.

A strong advocate for precision medicine, Dr. Zimur is passionate about bridging cutting-edge science with clinical application to improve patient outcomes. He holds a medical degree from Seth G.S. Medical College, KEM Hospital in Mumbai, and an MBA from Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, India. He is currently based in Singapore.
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	Dr Srikanth Manda 







	Associate Vice President
DrSeq Lab
NUCLEOME INFORMATICS PVT. LTD.
	PROFILE

Dr. Srikanth Manda is the Associate Vice President of the DrSeq Lab at Nucleome Informatics Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad, and a Visiting Scientist at the Children’s Medical Research Institute, Australia. He earned his Master’s in Biotechnology from IIT Bombay and a Ph.D. in Bioinformatics through the Institute of Bioinformatics, Bangalore in collaboration with Johns Hopkins University, USA.
With over a decade of expertise in cancer genomics, transcriptomics, epigenomics, proteomics, and proteogenomics, Dr. Srikanth has co-authored more than 30 publications in high-impact journals such as Nature, Nature Methods, Genome Research, Nature Communications, and Molecular & Cellular Proteomics. His work focuses on multi-omics data integration to uncover biomarkers and therapeutic targets in cancers, with recent projects spanning head and neck, ovarian, and cervical cancers.
He has received multiple national fellowships and awards for his contributions, and also serves as a reviewer for leading international journals. Passionate about precision oncology and big data integration, Dr. Srikanth’s research bridges discovery science and clinical application, advancing the field of cancer proteogenomics.




	[image: ]


	Dr Anu Raghunathan





	Chief Scientist
CSIR-NATIONAL CHEMICAL LABORATORY (NCL)
	PROFILE

Anu Raghunathan is currently Chief Scientist in the Chemical Engineering Division at CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory in Pune. Before that she was working as a faculty in Infectious Diseases working on the systems biology of intracellular pathogens at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in NY, NY. Her current research group, the Metabolic Inquiry and Cellular Engineering (MICE) group, uses systems approaches (both experimental and computational) for studying biological cells. Research problems include  (i) understanding drug resistance in glioblastoma and identifying alternate treatments (ii) developing metabolic networks reconstructions for context specific models and constraints-based flux balance analysis (iii) application of metabolic engineering and synthetic biology approaches to design cell factories for value added drug products and bioplastics. 

She is an associate editor for Biosystems an Elsevier Publication and Nature Publication Group’s npJ Scientific Reports, and Plos Computational Biology. She is an active board member of the International Study Group for Systems Biology and the founding member of the Bioengineering Society of India.  She is also a contributing columnist for the Indian daily leading newspaper The Indian Express and has been a speaker at TedXPune & TedX Salon Pune as a panelist.
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Panel Discussion 4: 
Building Genomics India Infrastructure – Bioinformatics, AI, Big Data, Biobanks, and Data Governance
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	Dr Vamsi
Veeramachaneni








	Chief Scientific Officer
STRAND LIFE SCIENCES

	PROFILE

Dr. Vamsi Veeramachaneni has been with Strand since 2004. His specialities include computational biology, bioinformatics, data mining, text-mining, pathway analysis, and genomics. 

Dr. Vamsi guided the development of the NGS analysis and clinical genomics interpretation and reporting software platforms used in research and clinical labs worldwide built on his scientific experience in evolutionary genomics and genome assembly algorithms gained through his work experience and Ph.D at Penn State University.
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	Dr Suchita Dayanand








	Country Head
India
ILLUMINA

	PROFILE

Suchita Dayanand is a seasoned leader with over two decades of experience spanning healthcare, medical devices, life sciences, and diagnostics.
An alumnus of the Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad and a certified Independent Director from the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs, she brings a strong commitment to corporate governance and ethical leadership.

Over the years, Suchita has held senior leadership roles at global organizations such as Abbott, Thermo Fisher Scientific, and Beckman Coulter. She has consistently driven business growth, expanded market presence, and fostered high-performance, values-driven teams.

She currently serves as the Country Head for India at Illumina, where she leads the commercial organization and advances the company’s mission to improve human health by unlocking the power of the genome. Her work supports Illumina’s pioneering innovations across sequencing, arrays, multiomics, AI-powered insights, and a deep-rooted R&D-driven approach.
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	Dr Hitesh Goswami








	Co-founder and 
CEO
4BASECARE
	PROFILE

Hitesh is a co-founder and CEO of 4basecare. He oversees operations across complete business cycle - Clinical oncology, Research and Development, Collaborations, Genomics, Technology, Business development, Sales operations and other Corporate functions.
 
Hitesh is also co-founder of leading Genome “IT” company, Bionivid Technology (founded in 2011) which provides niche IT solutions to handle Genomics BIG DATA challenges which includes analytics, data processing, storage and training / education and awareness in the domain of Genomics and Genome Informatics. 
Hitesh has 12+ years of experience in pharma drug discovery and Genomics. 

Prior to his entrepreneur journey, Hitesh was part of High throughput screening and drug discovery team at Piramal Lifesciences (then called Nicholas Piramal Research Centre) working on identifying novel small molecules and formulations for their efficacy in therapeutic areas like Cancer, Inflammation and Diabetes.




	 [image: Dr Manoj Gopalkrishnan]
	Dr Manoj Gopalkrishnan








	Founder and CEO
ALGORITHMIC 
BIOLOGICS 
	PROFILE

Founder and CEO of Algorithmic Biologics Pvt Ltd. We are helping to unlock the promise of biology as a technology by bringing scale efficiencies to molecular diagnosis and discovery.

He is an interdisciplinary researcher with publications in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Computer Science, Information Theory, Control Theory, and Machine Learning. His paper "Geometric Approach to the Global Attractor Conjecture" remains the strongest partial result towards this 50-year old open problem. The Global Attractor Conjecture is fundamental to understanding correctness and speed of molecular computing algorithms. He was the first to get DNA to programmably self-assemble into hexagonal lattices, cylinders, and Möbius strips while still a graduate student at the Laboratory for Molecular Science at University of Southern California. His work on the thermodynamics of bits and clocks has radically challenged existing notions in the field. His work on machine learning algorithms implemented in chemical reactions has been followed by multiple papers from other researchers. His awards and recognition include the Ramanujan fellowship, the Viterbi graduate fellowship, and finalist in the XPRIZE for Rapid Covid Testing.
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	Dr Bipin Pradeep Kumar







	Co-founder
IOM BIOWORKS
	PROFILE

Bipin is currently combining his experience to bring a more evolved inter disciplinary approach to Life Sciences at Iom Bioworks. Iom is an Indo Japanese company applying advancements in Deep Learning, Genomics, Nutrition to building better Health, even a better planet through the microbiome. 

Before this he CoFounded Gaia, a NASSCOM Emerge 50 company, and one of India's Emerging 20 companies chosen by London for Business. Bipin has served as the Chairman of the Smart City Group for TEC, DOT, Ministry of Communication and IT, and the Co-Chair of the Task Force on India Appropriate Technologies for Smart Cities for Ministry of Electronics and IT. He has also served as an Expert with UNCEFACT.






	Vice President- Bioinformatics
MEDGENOME LABS LTD.

	PROFILE

Dr. Ravi Gupta is one of the prominent leaders in computational biology, genomics, and next-generation sequencing. As Vice President of Bioinformatics at MedGenome, Dr. Ravi Gupta leads a dynamic team of nearly 100 bioinformaticians, driving innovation at the intersection of cutting-edge technology and precision medicine. 

Dr. Ravi Gupta has been a key architect behind the development of MedGenome’s proprietary AI and ML-powered analytics platforms, integrating automation technologies to transform how genetic data is interpreted and applied to improve patient outcomes. His work plays a pivotal role in shaping the company’s ability to deliver actionable insights through comprehensive genetic analysis, enabling faster and more accurate diagnostic decisions. 

Dr. Ravi Gupta has authored and co-authored over 50 peer-reviewed publications and presented his work at several renowned international conferences. He has completed his PhD in computer science from IIT Roorkee and his postdoctoral work in computational biology from the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia.
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	Dr Ravi 
Gupta
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	Dr Krishnadev Oruganty






	
Director- Innovations & Data Science BENCOS RESEARCH SOLUTIONS PVT. LTD. 
	
PROFILE

Dr. Srikanth Manda is the Associate Vice A simulation biologist, interested in simulating life processes at multiple scales. From the atomic scale to understand protein function to cellular or systems scale to understand physiological processes with an objective to analyze, understand and predict biology using machine learning models and tools. 

At Bencos, Dr. Oruganty takes an unconventional data driven approach to fuel meaning change in health outcomes. 





[image: ]
Panel Discussion 5: 
Agri-Genomics 2.0: From Lab to Farm to Plate

	Director- Speciality Diagnostics & 
Genetic Sciences Group
THERMOFISHER SCIENTIFIC
	PROFILE

Jagjit is a dynamic and results-oriented commercial and marketing executive with over 27 years of experience across the medical technology, clinical research, biotech, and forensic industries. He has a proven track record of driving business growth, enhancing market presence, and leading high-performing teams. 
Currently, Jagjit serves as the Director of Genetic and Clinical Science Divisions, as well as Specialty Diagnostics at Thermo Fisher Scientific, South Asia. Prior to this, he was with SIEMENS Healthcare. In his current role, he oversees commercial engagement strategies and drives operational efficiency across the region. 

Jagjit holds a degree in Pharmacy and is an alumnus of the prestigious Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIM Ahmedabad). His extensive expertise and visionary approach make him a valuable asset in panel discussions, where he provides insights into the complexities and advancements within the industry. 
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	Director
TATA INSTITUTE 
FOR GENETICS AND SOCIETY (TIGS) 

	PROFILE

Dr. Rakesh Mishra did his university education at the University of Allahabad and received his Ph.D. (Organic Chemistry) in 1986. He started his career in biology at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. He has several years of research experience at the University of Bordeaux (France), Saint Louise University (USA), and the University of Geneva (Switzerland). He then joined CCMB 2001 and became Director in 2016. Under his leadership, the Atal Incubation Centre was established at CCMB. 

His research interests are non-coding DNA and the role of epigenetic regulation in development. At TIGS since 2021, he is deeply involved in using cutting-edge science to solve societal problems in areas of healthcare (infectious diseases and rare genetic disorders) and nutritional security. TIGS, in particular is focussing on the new technologies like mRNA therapeutics, in vivo gene therapy, mAb/immuno-therapy, etc., to make them accessible and affordable. 
Dr. Mishra has published about 200 articles. 

He is elected fellow of the Indian National Science Academy, Indian Academy of Science, and National Academy of Science, India.
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	Dr Rakesh Mishra





	Chief Scientific Officer
NUCLEOME INFORMATICS PRIVATE LIMITED
	PROFILE
Dr. Ramachandran Baskaran, Ph.D. (IISc), is the Chief Scientific Officer at Nucleome Informatics (DrSeq), Hyderabad, specializing in genomics and precision medicine.

He has led major genome projects (Buffalo, Tiger, Mango, Bustard, etc.) and pioneered India’s first Trio-Binning haplotype genome assembly with advanced long-read sequencing.
His expertise spans oncology, neurology, rare diseases, and NGS technologies, driving innovation in research and clinical genomics.

.
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	Dr Ramachandran Baskaran 







	Regional Lead, Global Genotypinc Genome Center of Excellence
CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE

	PROFILE

Dr Karunakaran Maruthachalam is the Regional Lead, Global Genotyping- Genome Center of Excellence, Corteva Agriscience, based out of Hyderabad, India. His work focuses on genomics, molecular biology, and crop improvement. One of his key responsibilities is to provide high-quality genotyping and genomics support to Corteva R&D and Seed Operations across the APAC region- including India, China and Africa- for multiple crops using high throughput and automated technologies. He also supports seed product registration efforts in India. 

Karunakaran holds a Ph.D. in Biology, specializing in molecular plant pathology, from the Sugarcane Breeding Institute (ICAR), affiliated with Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, India. 

He joined Corteva (formerly Pioneer) in 2014. Prior to that, he served as Manager of Genetics & Plant Pathology at California Seed and Plant Labs in Sacramento, California, USA. His academic journey includes two postdoctoral fellowships: 1. Seoul National University, South Korea. 2. University of California, Davis, USA
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	Dr Karunakaran
Maruthachalam
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	Dr Veeresh Gowda R P




	Head of Asia Rice Breeding
BAYER

	PROFILE

Veeresh Gowda is Head of Asia Breeding of rice at Bayer Bioscience, Hyderabad, India. He oversees the rice breeding programs, leading a team to develop seed with better genetics for Asia small holding farmers.  Veeresh came to Bayer crop science in 2018 after working at Monsanto for 8 years. 

Throughout his 15 years tenure, he held several roles in plant breeding organizations, starting as a corn research associate and ultimately leading rice breeding programs for Asia. From 2007-2010, Veeresh was PHD scholar at IRRI working on drought and he is a author or co-author for more than 20 articles in internationally renowned journals. 

He contributed significantly for incorporating new technologies into several crop breeding programs (rice, corn, cotton and OSR). Recognized as Post graduate teacher from UAS, Bangalore. Most recently, he served as Member of Task force to review the existing Rice DUS test guidelines, propose amendments, finalize & recommendations to PPVFRA authority, Govt of India.
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